

WEATHER | An afternoon rain or snow shower. High 37, low 33. See page B8. 



F-35s 


US, Asia-Pacific allies roll 
out new stealth fighter. A3. 


Qjuneauempire.com 


GOLD MEDAL 

Tournament kicks 
off today. Inside. 


JUNEAU’S 2nd POT SHOP 



PHOTOS BY MICHAEL PENN | JUNEAU EMPIRE 

James Disdier waters four-month-old “mother” marijuana plants growing indoors under lights at the Fireweed Factory in Juneau on Tuesday. The 
plants are used to start new clones. 


Fireweed Factory 
close to opening 


By ALEX MCCARTHY 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 


As he talks about losing 
dozens of marijuana plants to 
a malfunction, Paul Disdier 
laughs, his blue eyes bright¬ 
ening. 

It's as if he enjoys the chal¬ 
lenges along the way, or at 
the very least he's optimistic 
that his company, Fireweed 
Factory LLC, will get up and 
running soon. 

"These plants are really 


finicky to grow," Disdier says. 
“You'd think they were just a 
weed and you put the seeds 
out and they pop up and grow 
like crazy, but they're so hy¬ 
brid now that they're tricky 
to grow." 

In this instance, on this 
snowy Wednesday in March, 
Disdier is explaining how a 
light came on one night dur¬ 
ing what was supposed to 
be a “dark cycle" for a large 
group of marijuana plants, 

SEE POT I Page A12 



The Fireweed Factory will open up their marijuana retail shop between the Imperial 
Billiards & Bar and Benjamin Franklin Store on Front Street. 


BERGMANN 


Hotels 

problems 

multiply 

Bergmann owner 
pledges to fix code 
violations, reopen 

By LIZ KELLAR 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 


When city officials boarded 
up the Bergmann Hotel last 
week, citing potentially life- 
threatening conditions that 
prompted the building's con¬ 
demnation, manager Charles 
Cotten estimated several dozen 
tenants were being displaced. 

A week later, it remains un¬ 
clear when, or even if, those 
tenants will be able to return. 
According to the city, the health 
and safety hazards included an 
inoperable sprinkler system, a 
gaping hole in the roof, lack of 
heat and hot water, inadequate 
restrooms, exposed wiring, 
broken windows and unsuit¬ 
able emergency exit doors. 

The hotel actually is in 
worse shape now than it was 
when boards were nailed up 
to secure doors and windows 
on March 10. At some point 
between Monday and Wednes¬ 
day morning, a radiator in a 
ground-floor room developed 
a leak and a water pipe to the 
sink broke loose, sending wa¬ 
ter spraying into the room, 

SEE HOTEL | Page A12 


2017 POLITICS 


Capital 

creep 

rides 

again 


COMMUNITY WELLNESS 


City developing strategy to aid homeless, others 



MICHAEL PENN | JUNEAU EMPIRE 

City Manager Rorie Watt speaks to the Juneau Chamber 
of Commerce at the Hangar Ballroom on Thursday. 


By ALEX MCCARTHY 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 


City Hall is striving to 
face the problems of home¬ 
lessness, addiction, crime 
and housing head-on. 

City officials unveiled a 
draft they're calling a “Com¬ 
munity Wellness Strategy" 
this week. 

The rising homeless¬ 
ness was among the biggest 
factors in spurring the cre¬ 
ation of the document, City 
Manager Rorie Watt said 
Friday. Specifically, Watt 
began drafting it after the 
contentious approval of the 
“anti-camping" ordinance 


in January, which bans the 
homeless from sleeping in 
entryways to businesses 
downtown. 

Watt said the new strat¬ 
egy is meant to get people 
to look at the major prob¬ 
lems the city faces and how 
they're connected. 

“We are in a transforma¬ 
tive time," Watt said when 
speaking to the Chamber of 
Commerce about the new 
plan Thursday, “where as 
a city, we're grappling with 
issues that we didn't have to 
grapple with 20 years ago." 

The plan — which the 

SEE CITY I Page A3 


We are in a 
transformative 
time ,, where as 
a city, we're 
grappling with 
issues that we 
didn't have to 
grapple with 20 
years ago. 

Rorie Watt 

City Manager 


Wasilla lawmaker 
wants to move 
Legislature to 
somewhere on the 
road system 

By JAMES BROOKS 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 


If a Wasilla lawmaker gets 
her way, the Alaska Legisla¬ 
ture will pack up and move 
to Anchorage — permanently. 

On Friday, Rep. Colleen 
Sullivan-Leonard, R-Wasilla, 
introduced House Bill 185. If 
approved by the House, Sen¬ 
ate and Gov. Bill Walker, HB 
185 would move the Legis¬ 
lature to an as-yet-undeter- 
mined Anchorage location. 

SEE CAPITAL | Page A7 
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POT: 

Continued from Page A1 

and ruined a 
portion of them. 

The crop he's talking 
about started at around 
480 plants and finished 
with somewhere around 370 
plants. 

Challenges and hurdles 
have become the norm for 
Fireweed, just as they have 
for any marijuana production 
looking to get off the ground 
in Alaska. Disdier and his 
small group of employees 
have labored through those 
problems, and are on the cusp 
of getting up and running. 

A good start 

In late March 2016, Fire- 
weed earned a conditional 
use permit from the city's 
Planning Commission, an 
important step. It was the 
first CUP that the city had 
awarded, doing so after pub¬ 
lic testimony from the Bar¬ 


rett brothers and others. The 
Barretts — James and Giono 
— own and operate Rainfor¬ 
est Farms LLC, a marijuana 
cultivation business. (No rela¬ 
tion to the Barretts who own 
the Bergmann or Gastineau 
Apartments.) 

The brothers were particu¬ 
larly impressed with Disdier's 
plan for a closed-loop system, 
which Giono called "immac¬ 
ulate." This closed-loop sys¬ 
tem recycles all the water and 
carbon dioxide used in the 
process, employing a series of 
dehumidifiers, fans, charcoal 
filters and more. It's a rare 
endeavor. 

The production was set 
to take place on Douglas Is¬ 
land, but a friend of Disdi¬ 
er's reached out to him some 
months ago with an offer 
he couldn't turn down. The 
friend had a small warehouse 
near the Juneau International 
Airport that had been a for¬ 
mer welding shop, and was 
curious if Disdier wanted to 
use it. 

Disdier toured it the next 
day. The insulation on the 
ceiling was black with soot 


and the steel was rusty in 
places. It would be a challenge 
to get this in clean condition, 
but Disdier gladly accepted. 
He and one of his sons spent 
the ensuing weeks vacuum¬ 
ing the ceiling and meticu¬ 
lously cleaning the place, and 
earned a clean bill of health. 

Their closed-loop produc¬ 
tion now had a home, but the 
path didn't get any easier. 

Challenges 

There are numerous hoops 
for marijuana producers 
to jump through, even with 
production of it legal in the 
state of Alaska. The Marijuana 
Control Board has a series of 
reviews, paperwork, inspec¬ 
tions and interviews for each 
prospective company, exam¬ 
ining both the growing facility 
and the retail property. 

Fireweed went through it 
all and was approved, picking 
up tips from the board, such 
as doubling the number of 
security cameras at the facil¬ 
ity. Fireweed also has a retail 
space on Front Street, set to 
open whenever the product is 
ready to sell. 


One major hurdle for 
many marijuana companies 
is the relationship with banks. 
Alaska Marijuana Control 
Board member Loren Jones 
said banks present a "signifi¬ 
cant" challenge for compa¬ 
nies such as Fireweed. Banks 
are very averse to doing busi¬ 
ness with marijuana compa¬ 
nies and individuals involved 
with said properties due to 
the fact that marijuana is not 
federally legal. 

"That all relates to the 
fact that it's still a Schedule 
1 drug with the feds," Jones 
said, "and they operate un¬ 
der federal rules, and under 
federal rules, you cannot, as 
a bank, further a criminal en¬ 
terprise by allowing them to 
legitimately bank." 

Another challenge is that 
of a testing lab. Juneau has 
yet to have a testing lab here, 
though Southeast Alaska Lab¬ 
oratories LLC is closing in on 
being approved locally. With¬ 
out a testing lab in town, mar¬ 
ijuana companies in Juneau 
have to take their product to 
Anchorage. 

Even while they grow mar¬ 


ijuana plants, taking them 
from germination to a dried- 
out and completed product, 
those at Fireweed are still in 
a waiting process. Waiting for 
the testing lab, waiting for fur¬ 
ther inspections and waiting 
to finally get their product on 
the market. 

Disdier's optimism is clear, 
though, even as he discusses 
the large costs of adding more 
LED lights and another heat 
pump. 

"You've just got to take one 
step at a time," Disdier said. 
"We've been at this for a year 
now, with all the money going 
out and nothing coming in." 

Reasons for optimism 

Sometimes, despite the 
challenges, there are encour¬ 
aging signs. 

Disdier and his son James 
walk into the final room of the 
production (as it now stands), 
an unfinished room with a cir¬ 
cle of marijuana plants in the 
middle. Fans rotate back and 
forth, sending waves through 
the bright green leaves as two 
security cameras watch from 
above. 


These plants have been 
saved specifically to become 
"mother plants" in the future. 
That is, these plants will pro¬ 
vide the seeds to make future 
crops of marijuana. Normally, 
they're only able to save a few 
of these smaller plants in each 
cycle, as some of them end 
up not growing big enough to 
become mother plants. 

"I don't think we expect¬ 
ed to keep this many," James 
says, laughing, "but we did." 

They're all different strains, 
ones that will someday carry 
names such as Gold Creek in 
a tribute to Juneau. Disdier 
explains that there are still 
some in the community who 
don't support the marijuana 
trade, but that most have been 
accepting of this production. 
As he looks over the small 
crop in front of him, his eyes 
once again brighten for a mo¬ 
ment. 

"It will all work out in the 
end, this industry." 

• Contact reporter Alex McCarthy 
at 523-2271 or alex.mccarthy@ 
juneauempire.com. 


HOTEL- 

Continued from Page A1 

through the floorboards 
and sheetrock and then 
down into the basement. 

Wednesday, Cotten was franti¬ 
cally trying to line up a plumber. 

According to City and Borough 
of Juneau municipal attorney Amy 
Mead, the building cannot be re-oc- 
cupied until the fixes listed in the no¬ 
tice are made. 

"It's not the city's role to do some¬ 
thing with the building unless it gets 
so bad we need to step in," Mead said, 
using the demolition of the Gastineau 
apartments as an example. 

The Bergmann Hotel has not de¬ 
teriorated to that point, Mead added, 
saying, "It would have to be declared 
a public nuisance." 

Who, exactly, is responsible for the 
Bergmann is up for debate. Until last 
year, James Barrett was a 33 percent 
owner of the hotel, with his mother, 
Kathleen Barrett, retaining 67 percent. 
The hotel now is registered with the 
state of Alaska under a different lim¬ 
ited liability company, Breffni Place 
Properties, with Kathleen listed as 
sole owner. 


On Thursday, Mead said Kathleen 
Barrett told city officials that James 
was to be given the keys to the hotel 
and that he was the authorized man¬ 
ager. CPR Services LLC, reportedly 
serves as the property management 
company of the hotel with Cotten's 
son, Ricky Stapler Lisk, listed as sole 
owner. James Barrett is the registered 
agent for the management company, 
however; according to Mead, all of¬ 
ficial notices regarding the company 
can be served on that person. 

Friday, James Barrett said he plans 
to work his way through the list of 
fixes, adding that it will be easier now 
that he has control of the keys to the 
building. 

"Frankly, I should have started this 
morning, but I just needed a break," 
he said. "It's been a constant barrage. 
.... I can't really say I've done much as 
of this moment." 

He said he will be focusing on the 
biggest issues, including the boiler 
and the roof, and on getting the sprin¬ 
kler system — which he says has al¬ 
ready been fixed — certified. 

"The city made it sound like the 
building had no sprinkler system, that 
the sky had fallen in," Barrett said. "It 
hadn't." 

One sticking point for the city has 
been that some of the repairs were 
done in a haphazard fashion by 
people without valid licenses. James 


Barrett said he plans to use licensed 
contractors, saying it will be easier in 
the long run to get the work done that 
way, while the building is unoccupied. 

Barrett acknowledged that he had 
been "hands-off" with the Bergmann 
Hotel recently and that there had not 
been the sense of urgency on the part 
of the management to complete the 
repairs being demanded by the city. 

"Should things have been done? 
Yes," he said. "Were they really life- 
threatening? I just don't see it." 

Barrett said the bottom line is that 
the timing of the city's decision to 
condemn the Bergmann meant that 
its tenants were homeless and couch¬ 
surfing while the temperatures at 
night dipped into the teens. 

"I can't believe that is considered 
less hazardous to their health," he said. 

"Why this? Why now? This reeks 
of maybe cynicism, maybe incompe¬ 
tence," Barrett continued. "They could 
have accomplished what they wanted 
with a fine or the threat of a fine. 
Instead they arrested Chuck (Cot- 
ten) and threw all these people out. 
They're the ultimate victims." 

Cotten has been charged in two 
separate misdemeanor cases, the first 
for not fixing the code violations and 
the second for not vacating the hotel 
within 24 hours after it was posted. He 
has pleaded not guilty in both cases 
and is set for trial on June 13. 


Cotten was charged because he is 
considered the responsible party, said 
municipal prosecutor Sherri Layne. 

"He identified himself as the on¬ 
site manager on multiple occasions to 
multiple parties," she said, adding that 
Cotten was also the person who was 
given the multiple notices of viola¬ 
tions and who said he would correct 
them. 

Tenants seek legal help over rent 

The issue of the rent paid this 
month by tenants has been a point 
of contention, with one man, James 
Cole, telling the Empire he paid $700 
the day before being escorted by po¬ 
lice from the building. 

Several of those tenants have con¬ 
tacted Alaska Legal Services, said staff 
attorney Eric Vang. 

"We are representing two clients 
at the moment," Vang said. "We have 
heard from more, but I have not yet 
had a chance to speak with the others 
about being represented." 

Vang said that the landlord tenant 
act mandates that the landlord of a 
property that is no longer livable must 
return any prepaid rent and deposits 
to a tenant within 14 days of the event 
that terminated the rental agreement. 

"The condemnation happened 
on March 10, so the landlord should 
return the rent for the remaining 21 
days of the month," he said. "We are 


hopeful that the landlord will pay that 
on time because our clients need that 
money to find a new place to live." 

Mead said Friday that the city had 
been exploring ways to deal with the 
rent situation, including possibly add¬ 
ing restitution to the criminal cases 
against Cotten. 

"We were investigating if that was 
something we could pursue, but we 
determined that was not an option," 
she said. "In the meantime, we have 
been talking to Alaska Legal Services 
and giving them the documentation 
they need. People should know that if 
they feel they have a claim (against the 
Bergmann for rent), Alaska Legal Ser¬ 
vices wants to help them. We're trying 
to assist in any way we can." 

Friday afternoon, James Barrett 
pledged the tenants would be getting 
that rent money back. 

He said that Cole's case worker had 
been "very intent on getting his rent 
money back, which I said I would do." 

But, Barrett added, "James Cole 
doesn't want his rent back, he wants 
his home back." 

"He doesn't feel protected by this," 
Barrett continued. "If the city is not 
protecting people, what are they do¬ 
ing? I don't have a logical explana¬ 
tion." 

• Contact reporter Liz Kellar at 523-2236 or 
liz.kellar@juneauempire.com. 



Do you suffer from 

varicose veins? 


Our Patients Say: 

"Very friendly and earing, I 
always (eft that my best care 
was your goal. Thank you for 
your kindness and core" 

— Donna F. 


Varicose veins are the bulgy, ropey 
large veins on the legs. Varicose veins 
are not just a cosmetic problem. Left 
untreated, this problem leads to 
worsening pain, swelling, unhealthy 
skin of the legs, and sometimes skin 
ulcers or restless leg symptoms. 


"Staff is friendly—feds more 
like family than a medical 
facility, f felt I went home 
informed and prepared for my 
recovery Staff called to check on 
me to make sure all was wellf 

— Jennifer A. 

“Friendly service ... explained 
procedures and care 
thoroughly. Always available if 
I had ques tions/concerns . The 
staff made me feel comfortable 
and important, and called 
several times to make sure my 
legs were doing good" 

— THfany M. 


Dlag nosis and treatment 
are much easier 
than you might think. 


Joseph Ty Bell, MD 

Drpiamm Amfk&ti 


V^K oi AiaSKa Compassfonate Care 

For more information, visit: www.VeinSpecialistsOfAlaska.com 
Call today for your consultation appointment. 

NEW LOCATION IN JUNEAU: Behind Jordan Creek Center, across Jordan Creek bridge 


Toll- 

Free: 855-907-8346 (VEIN) 

Juneau: 

Soldotna: 

Wasilla: 

907-523-1070 

907-262-1900 

907-631-3799 

2221 Jordan Avenue 

34851 Kenai Spur Hwy 

3035 E. Palmer-Wasilla Hwy 

Behind Jordan Creek Cti 

r. Suite 7 

Suite 601 

Juneau, AK 99801 

Solidotna, AK 99669 

Wasilla, AK 99654 


Bartlett Regional Hospital's 
Diabetes Education Prevention Program 

presents... 


Before you take another bite... 



It’s time to get real about food. 

at the Goldtown Theater 

Mon &Tues, March 20 & 21,7:30pm 
Fri March 24,5:00pm 
Sat March 25,4:30pm 

FROM LAURIE DAVID PRODUCER OF AN INCONVENIENTTRUTH 

AND KATIE COURIC 

Bartlett Regional -Hospital 

Quality Bssras. 

Admission is free with a healthy canned food donation 
or a monetary donation to the Food Bank. 

In her documentary feature debut, executive producer and 
narrator Katie Couric joins Laurie David (An Inconvenient Truth), 
Regina Scully (The Invisible War) and Stephanie Soechtig (Tapped) 
to explore why, despite media attention and government policies 
to combat childhood obesity, generations of kids will now live 
shorter lives than their parents. 
























